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LOWNDES COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

BUS CONDUCT (JCDD) AND FIELD/ACTIVITY TRIPS (IFBC)
Appropriate conduct on the school bus is essential to maintain the safety of everyone. The bus driver has the responsibility for the safety and conduct of students riding the bus. He/she will not allow any type of distracting behavior by students. The right of students to ride a bus is a privilege and is conditional upon a student’s demonstration of appropriate school bus safety practices.    
Security cameras, for surveillance purposes, may be installed and utilized on transportation vehicles owned and operated by the Lowndes County School District.

Unauthorized persons are not permitted on any bus. (Mississippi Code 37-41-2, 1973, “It shall be unlawful for any individual, other than a student scheduled to be a passenger upon that particular bus, a member of the public school administration or faculty, or a law enforcement official, to directly or indirectly interfere in any way with passenger ingress and egress or the operation , including unauthorized boarding thereof, of a bus used in public school student transportation unless permission has been obtained as prescribed by pertinent rules and regulations promulgated by the state board of education of the local school authorities”.)

The school bus is an extension of the classroom. As such, students are expected to demonstrate the same levels of safety, responsibility and respectful behavior that is expected in the classroom. Listed below are general and safety expectations for all students riding a District bus:

A.  General School Bus Expectations

All bus expectations apply to daily transportation, during school sponsored trips and at bus pick-up locations.
All students are expected to:

· Be on time at the designated bus stop and expected to wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to load

· Exit the bus with all personal belongings (e.g., books, lunches, or other articles) 

· Remain in their seats at all times when the bus is in motion

· Be courteous and respectful to fellow students and the bus driver

· Ride only their assigned bus. Exceptions must be at the written request of the parent and approved by a building administrator

Note: All buses to athletic games or field trips should be scheduled through the school under the direction of a faculty member. Students are required to return to the school on their assigned bus, except with prior parental permission and a note from the parent before leaving the school.  Reasonable dress and conduct appropriate to the situation are expected of students. 

B. School Bus Safety Expectations

Students are expected to consistently perform the following behaviors to assist bus drivers with maintaining safety:

All students are expected to: 

· Keep hands and head inside the bus at all times
· Speak in a low (conversational) voice to avoid distracting the driver

· Keep all materials inside the bus at all times (i.e., no throwing objects out of the window)
· Remain absolutely quiet when the bus approaches a railroad crossing

· Keep food, gum, drinks and tobacco products off the bus at all times
· Keep weapons, drugs and/or any object that could harm others or be destructive to the bus off the bus at all times
· Always be respectful toward others by making positive comments to others (i.e., no profanity or harassing comments) and hands, feet and objects to yourself at all times (i.e., no touching of others or throwing objects on the bus)
· Always be respectful toward the bus driver and follow his/her directions the first time given
· Never open the bus emergency doors and/or activate emergency alarms unless directly instructed by the driver
Students who violate the bus expectations will be reported to the school administrator where specific consequences will be issued. In addition, periodic review of bus tapes will occur and could result in disciplinary action(s) for policy violations.
Level 1 Bus Infractions These infractions include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Failure to be at the bus stop at the appropriate time
· Failure to enter and/or exit in an appropriate manner
· Leaving your seat when the bus is in motion
· Putting hands and heads out of the bus window

· Speaking in a loud voice that could distract the bus driver

· Failing to follow bus driver’s directions the first time given

· Throwing any object out of the school bus window or door

· Eating or drinking on the bus

· Talking when the bus is approaching a railroad crossing

The consequence actions for failure to comply with Level 1 bus expectations are as follows: 

1st offense:  

· Written parent notification of the incident 

· Administrator/student conference    

2nd offense: 

· 1-2 day bus suspension 

· Administrator/parent/student conference to develop a bus safety intervention plan

3rd offense:  

· 3-5 day bus suspension

· Administrator/parent/student conference 

4th offense:   

· Due process hearing conducted with parent by school administrator 

· Recommendation to the School Board to terminate student bus privileges for the remainder of the school year

Level 2 Bus Infractions These infractions include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Creating a disturbance or loud noises that significantly distracts the bus driver

· Making negative, profane or harassing comments to peers

· Possession of tobacco product(s) or dangerous object(s) *

· Making negative or disrespectful comments to the bus driver

· Attempting to and/or opening the bus emergency doors or activating the bus emergency alarms
· Inappropriate physical contact (e.g., pushing, tripping or shoving another student)

The consequence actions for failure to comply with Level 2 bus expectations are as follows: 

1st offense:   

· 3 day suspension from bus 

· Administrator/student conference to develop a bus safety intervention plan

2nd offense:  

· 5 day bus suspension

· Administrator/parent/student conference

3rd offense:  

· Due process hearing conducted with parent by school administrator 

· Recommendation to the School Board to terminate student bus privileges for the remainder of the school year
Level 3 Bus Infractions These infractions include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Extreme harassment or intimidation toward others*

· Fighting or physical assault * 

· Possession of a weapon or illegal drugs *

*Infraction will automatically result in additional disciplinary actions as outlined in the Code of Conduct.  Other Level 3 bus infractions may also result in additional disciplinary actions as deemed appropriate by the school administrator.
The consequence actions for failure to comply with Level 3 bus expectations are as follows: 

· Due process hearing conducted with parent by school administrator 

· Recommendation the School Board to terminate student bus privileges for the remainder of the school year

________________________________                                                    __________________________________

        Student Signature





       Parent/Guardian Signature

"Challenging all students to attain their greatest potential."
